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Link using references
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• Anchor section defines a UUID for each referenceable item

• Reference section uses the anchors to link items

ANCHOR;

<f1f98802-2f74-4100-9048-2909bf732679>=#765;

<e00a534e-4a44-4fd1-a530-e4f0abc34037>=#1634119[#1631894,#1631883];

REFERENCE;

<e00a534e-4a44-4fd1-a530-e4f0abc34037>=<https://engineering_detail.stp>;

explicit product

path to virtual product

external reference

virtual product

Is reference section redundant for items in same container?



Containers define a scope

3Illustration made by TC29 WG34 of a container for selected cutting tools



Example – link by UUID associativity

• Start with a STEP file containing condition of 
assembly
• Add STEP-NC files containing process plan
• Add ISO 13399 files containing tooling
• Add MTConnect files containing executed process
• Add QIF files measurements

• STEP-NC file has UUID’s for workpieces in STEP file

• ISO 13399 file has UUID’s for cutters in STEP-NC file

• MTConnect file has UUID’s for workingsteps in 
STEP-NC file

• QIF file has UUID’s for tolerances in STEP file
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Find UUID’ associations as data files
dragged and dropped into container

ZIP container

f
i
n
d

f
i
n
d


